INNOCENCE  VINDICATED: 

B  Y 

A  Brief  and  Impartial  Narrative 

PROCEEDINGS 

O  F  T  H  E 

Court  of  J&ctftons 

BRISTOL 

AGAINST 

Ichabod C barney,  Phy Brian  in  that  City  : 

TO  HIS 

Conviction  on  the  Statute  of  the  35  th  Eliz .  on  the  gth. 
of  April ,  and  to  his  Abjuration  of  all  the  Kings  Do¬ 
minions  for  ever,  Aug.  15. 1684. 

TOGETHER, 

With  feme  Paffages  Subfeq’uent  thereunto. 

_  ...  \  ^  ,  -  •  ....  .  g, .  _ 

Publifhed  by  the  faid  L  C  H  AV  N  C  T. 

Prov.  27 .  4.  Wrath  is  cruel ,  and-. Anger  is  outrageous  5  bat  who  can 
fiand  beforrLnvy  ? 

Pfal.  9.9.  The  Lord  will  be  a  Refuge  for  the  Qpprejfsd^  a  Refuge  in 
times  of  1  rouble. 

—  .  -  -  -  -  -  •  ,  I,  -  ••  1  - —  ■■■■■■■  - 

L  O  N  D  0  N: 

■  Printed  by  George  Larkin  at  the  lower  End  of  Broad 
Jlreet,  next  to  London- Wall.  1684. 
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Innocence  Vindicated,  &c. 


T  Hough  the  Law  under  which  I  furfef^ .be  by  far  the 
moft  fevere  of  any  in  England ,  that  R^fpedls  Rilf- 
gious  matters,  (  yea  far  beyond  ahyjihat  ccnceriis 
the  Papifts  as  fuch  )  yet  had  not  I  judged  that  there 
had  been  open  Violence  offered  to  feveral  plain 
Statutes  in  the  Management  of  my  Profecution,  and  bringing 
me  under  prefent  Circumftances*;  ard  all  other  Ways  and  At¬ 
tempts  for  Rearefs  to  ray  prefent  Grievances,  rendred  utter¬ 
ly  ineffectual  through  the  reftlefs  Solicitations*  and  falfe  Re- 
prefe  illations  of  my  implacable  ( though  caufclefs )  Adver- 
faries.  I  had  faved  both  my  Self  and  the  World  the  trouble  of 
this  prefent  Narrativp.  But  now  having  no  other  way  left  to 
Vindicate  my  Felf;  That  the  World  may  pafs  a  right  Judg¬ 
ment  both  of  my  Perfon  and  Sufferings)  I  am  fain  to  give  a 
plain  Account?  both  of  the  one,  and  of  the  other  ^  and  leave 
them  to  judge  of  both  :  Hoping  alfo,  that  hereby  his  Majefty 
may  take  Occaiion  to  fee  how  much  many  of  bis  Subjects  are 
abufed  and  oppreHed)  by  the  malicious  Profecutiohs, of  fomb 
inferiour  Officers,  who  profecute  Penal  Laws  upon  them  ra¬ 
ther  to  fatisfie  their  own  Lulls,  and  perfonal  Revenge,  then 
for  any  true  Zeal  they  have  either  to  Juftice  or  Loyalty.  And 
when  they  have  Oppreffed  any  by  illegal  Proceedings,  leaft 
their  unjuft  Practices  fhouid  be  detected,  and  they  fuffer  fhame 
for  the  fame  ;  f  beings  afraid  to  be  wrought  to  tfie  Light,  leaft 
their  Deeds  fhouid  be'Reproved  )  The  next  D.efign  is,  by  Ca¬ 
lumnies  and  falfe  Infinuations,  to  Render  the  Perfons  of  thofe 
whom  they  have  injured,  as  dangerous  to  the  Government,  and 
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only  fit  to  be  deftroyed  ;  yea  to  Obftru<ft  and  Obviate  all  poffi- 
ble  Attempts,  that  their  Oppreffed  Adverfaries  can  make  for 
their  juft  Vindication  *,  -whi^h  they^loj^  fj^uftratingpheir  En¬ 
deavours  in  feekigg  Jufticeby  Appeals,  either  by  Waylaying 
tbem-in  all  their  fteps,  and  fo  hindring  their  Accefs  unto  j  or 
b'y  Pr^'Occup^irl^  the  rfiihds*  of  therewith  Prejudices  againft 
them,  who  only  are  capable  to  Vindicate,  or  do  them  Right. 

Thefe  having  been  the  Methods  of  my  chiefeft  Adverfaries  \ 
firft,  by  r.etidring  .my:Perfon  Vileand  Contemptible,  and  then 
as  Dangers  and  DifofFeOed  to  the  Government :  And  next, 
by  putting  a  fair  Glofs  upon  their  own  Proceedings  again  ft  me* 
and  Obviating  all  my  Applications  for  a  Relief,  by  Writ  of 
Error  and  Self-vindication,  I  am  forced  in  a  way  of  Self-De¬ 
fence  to  undertake  a  double;  work ;  Firft, /to  give-  the  World 
ah  Account  of  my  Perfon  and  Principles  •,  and  then,  of  the  Be¬ 
ginning  as  well  as  Progrcfs  of  my  ptefent  Perfecution. 

As  to  my  civil  Profeffion,  I  am  a  Phyfician,  was  born  of  Pi- 
,  ous  and  Generous  Patents,  of  Competent  Eftate^  was  bred 
a  SchoIIar  from  in y  Childhood,  and  (  through  the  Bounty  of 
the  Almighty  )  was  never  dfiven  to  the  Straits  of  taking  upon 
me  the  mean  Employment  of  a  Drummer  *,  (  as  fome  of  my  Ad¬ 
verfaries  have  often  fcornfully  and  againft  Knowledge  Re¬ 
proached  me)  I  have  been  a  Mafter  of  Arts  almoft  this  thirty 
years,  have  been  a  Licentiate  of  the  Collsdge  of  Phyfitians  in 
Londpn^  well  tb  Wards  twenty  years  x  have  pra&ifed  Phyfickin 
Brifiol  with  confiderable  Succefs, and  general  Acceptation, near 
this  eighteen  years  \  dare  Challenge  the  worft  of  mine  Adver¬ 
faries,  to  fay,  and  prove  ir,  wherein  I  have  all  this  while 
Ailed  any  thing  that  looks  Diftoyal  to  the  King  :  Yea,  I  Ac¬ 
count  it  my  Duty,  to  be  fubjeit  to  the  Higher  Powers,  and  be¬ 
lieve  that  whofoever  refiftefh  the  Power,  refifteth  the  Ordi¬ 
nance  of  God,  and  fhall  receive  unto  themfelvcs  Damnation  : 
and  that  this  Subjeiftion  among  Chriftians  ftiould  not  be  only 
for  Wrath,  but  for  Confcience  fake  :  And  as  matter  of  Duty, 
and  a  thing  that  is  good  and  acceptable  in  the  fight  of  God  ^  I 
do  dayl'y  heartily  pray  fpr  the  Kings  Perfon,  and  for  all  that 
are  in  Authority  tinder  fiifc  j  Tand  therefore  profefs  my  felf  an 
open  Enemy  to  any  Plots  or  Attempts  againft  tlje  Kings  Per¬ 
fon  and  Government-,  and  as  a  Teftimony  of  my  Loyalty,  am 
rSs  ready  as  any  of  my  Adverfaries,  to  give  all  reafonable  Aftii- 
^  ranee 


ranee  of  my  Fidelity  to  the  Government,  by  taking  th  e  ufijal' 
Oaths  of  Allegiance  and  Supremacy*  And  let  them  alfo,  if 
they  can,  teftify  againit  me  of  any  Injuflice  or  Unmercifulnefs 
toward  my  Neighbour,  or  Infobriety  and  Intemperance  to¬ 
wards  my  felf. 

And  as  for  my  Religion,  I  own  my  felf  a  Proteftant  j  and  for- 
my  Faith,  do  believe  all  the  Doctrinal  Principles  Contained  in 
the  Articles  of  the  Church  of  England  ^  and  as  for  W  or  (hip, 
have  Accomodated  the  fame  (  as  near  as  I  could  )  to  the  Rule 
of  Gods  Word,  and  the  belt  Examples  of  Primitive  Saints; 
and  wherein  I  have  in  any  thing  differed,  from  the  publick  in- 
ftituted  way  of  Worfhip,  have  always  laboured  to  manage  my 
felf,  with  the  leaf;  Offence  imaginable,  towards  thofefrem 
whom  I  have  Diffented  *,  avoiding  all  Cenforioufnefs  of  others , 
differing  from  me. 

If  thefe  things  be  otherwife,  I  dare  fay  with  Job,  Chap.  3 1» 

3  5,  36)  37.  Let  my  Adverfary  write  it  in  a  Book)  end  ('if  he 
can  )  prove  the  contrary,  &c . 

As  to  my  prefent  Sufferings,  in  Order  to  a  due  Underftand- 
ing  thereof,  \is  needful  to  Refled  upon  the  Caufe  and  Occa- 
fion,  as  well  as  the  manner  of  managing  thereof :  The  internal 
moving  caufe  thereof,  tI  take  to  be  an  implacable  Prejudice  for¬ 
med  in  the  mind  of  Mr.  Rom  fey  our  Town- dark  of  Briflol , 
garnft  me  3  occafioned  chiefly  after  this  following  manner,  if  I 
miftakenot,  ( though  he  had  declared  before  that,  fome  Pre¬ 
judice  againft  me./)  Soon  after  the  breaking  out  of  the  late 
Piot,  it  became  a  common  Difcourfe,  that  all  the.  Kings- Head 
Club  in  London,  were  concerned  in  it;  and  that  the  Horfe-fhooe 
Club  in  Briftol  (fo  called,  becaufe  during  the  time  of  the  laft; 
Eledion  of  Parliament-men ,  feveral  Citizens  intending  to 
ehofe  Sir  Robert  Atkins  and  Sir  Jonathan  Knight  Senior,  Parlia¬ 
ment  men  for  that  City,  did  frequently  Affemble  there,  about 
that  Affair  )  were  a  Branch  of  the  fame  *,  and  that  all  the  faid? 
Club  fhould  be  Indided,  and  divers  of  them  fent  for  up  to  the 
Councel-Tablepn  order  to  which, dive:  s .  were  convened  before 
our  Juftices,  to  be  examined  about  it,  among  which  1  was  one 
when  I  came  before  them  ,  among  other  things  they  queftioned! 
me,  what  Perfons  ufed  to  meet  there  ?  Seeing  Mr.  Rcmfey  Sit¬ 
ing  by,  (  and  writing  Letters  as  I  judged  about  that  matter  ) * 

I  named  him  for  one,  whomet  ( though  not  in  the  fame  place 

.  yet)] 


yet)  at  the  Mart- maid  Tavern,  with  the  fame  Pei  ions,  about 
the  fame  thing,  and  was  as  Zealous  for  Sir  Robert  Atk>vs  as  a r 
nyoftheray  this  is  notorioufly  known?  and  he  confefled  icbe* 
fore  he  departed  the  Room. 

I  Nominated  him  for  one,  becaufe  I  thought  it  hard  and  un¬ 
reasonable,  that  he  fhould  be  a  means  to  bring  fo  many  fcores, 
if  not  Hundreds, in  trouble,  (  meerly  for  his  own  Advantage  ) 
in  a  matter  wherein  he  was  equally  concerned  with  them,  and 
knew  them  all  innocent ,  upon  this  he  was  greatly  difpleafcd 
with  me,  as  fappofing  this  Difcovery  might  threaten  his  place 
at  that  Juncture  of  time-,  though  I  told  the  Juftices,  that  I 
knew  of  no  unlawful  Act  committed  by  the  faid  Club,  neither 
did  charge  him  with  any.  Howbeit,  ever  fince  this,  he  enter¬ 
tained  an  implacable  Prejudice  againlt  me,  and  threatned  to 
divers?  that  he  would  fpeedily  either  call  me  in  a  Goal,  or 
make  me  fly  the  Country.  (  This  I  fuppofe  he  will  not  deny.  ) 

In  purfuance  whereof,  though  I  flood  indicted  two  years  be¬ 
fore  on  the  fame  3  of  Ehz..  by  him,  yet  the  very  next  Quar- 
ter-'Seflions?  prefers  two  more  heavy  indictments  againlt  me, 
at  one  and  the  fame  time,  either  of  them  enough  to  ruine  me  ; 
The  one  upon  the  Statute  of  Eltz ..  23.  for  twenty  pound  a 
Month  for  eleven  Months:  The  othfcr  on  the  35^  Eliz..  on 
which  laid,  for  want  of  any  later  Crime,  he  chargeth  me  for 
one  Committed  above  four  years  before  the  Indictment.  And 
having  got  the  Bills  found  by  the  Grand  Jury,  fo  earneftly  was 
he  bent  upon  their  Profccution,  that  he  exaCts  of  me  Recogni¬ 
zances  more  than  double  to  what  was  required  of  others  in  the 
like  Cafe,  viz..  200 1.  to  each  of  mine*,  whereas  another  in¬ 
dicted  on  the  35 th.  of  Eliz was  bound  but  in  80  /.  — -  But  be- 
caufe  my  chief  concern  lies  with  this  laft  Indictment,  which 
threatens  my  Eftate,  Liberty,  and  Life,  ’tis  moft  reafonable  / 
lhould  be  moft  concerned  about  the  Management  thereof  a- 
gainlt  me*  But  7tis  not  fit  for  me  to  judge,  fas  being  too  par¬ 
tial  in  my  own  Caufe  )  I  had  rather  therefore,  that  thofe  whofe 
part  it  is,  would  undertake  it  on  my  behalf.  But  before  any 
true  Judgment  can  pafsfor,  or  againft  me,  Tis  needful  the  In¬ 
dictment  lhould  be  produced,  which  runs  after  this  manner. 


Coinitat. 


Co  mi  Cat.  €i-  HE  Jurors  for  Our  Lot  d  the  King)  do  uf  o7t 

vie.  Brill of*  X  their  Oathprefent,  That  one  Ichabcd  Chaun- 
cy ,  lute  of  the  City  of  Brifiol,  in  the  County  cf  the  faid  City,  Thy - 
fit  i  an  \  Who  on  the  third  Day  of  Align  ft,  in  the  Thirty  fir  ft  Tear 
of  the  Raign  of  Our  Soveraegn  Lord  Charles  the  Second  ;  by  the 
Grace  of  God,  of  England*  Scotland?  France  and  Ireland  King  ; 
StC.  Being  cf  the  Age  of  Sixteen  Tears  and  upwards,  did  Objti- 
nately ,  willingly, and  without  any  Re  af enable  Cau[e,refufe  accedere 
(  Angiice  to  Repair  )  to  any  Church,  ChappU,  or  ufual  Place  of 
Common-Prayers,  to  hear  Divine  Service ,  now  Efiablijhed  by  the 
Laws  and  Statutes  of  this  Realm  of  England,  And  as  before,  from 
the  for  efaid  third  Day  of  Align  it?  in  the  Thirty  first  Tear  afore - 
faid,  Obfiinately ,  Voluntarily^  and  without  any  Reafonable  Caufe, 
jib fiained  from  Hearing  Divine  Serviee  in  any  Churchy  Chappel, 
or  * Ufual  Place  of  Common- Prayer  \  unto  the  fourteenth  Day  of 
September?  in  the  Tear  before- mentioned,  viz.  by  the  Space  of 
one  Month  and  more,  thence  'next  following.  And  the  afore  faid 
furors  upon  their  Oaths  afore  faid,  do  further  fay,  that  the  afore - 
faid  Ichabod  Chauncy,  the  fame  fourteenth  Day  of  September , 
in  the  One  and  Thirtieth  Tear  afore  faid,  in  the  Precintts  of  the 
Cafile ,  within  the  fgid  City  and  County  0/Briftol,  in  a  certain 
Ho ufe,  was  there  of  him f elf  prefent,  at  an  Vnlarvful  Ajfembly, 
Conventicle  or  Convention  ?  under  Colour  and  Pretence  of  the  Ex - 
ercife  of Religion,againfi  the  Form  of  the  Statute,  in  fuch  Cafe  made 
and  Provided .  And  alfo ,  againft  the  Peace  of  Our  Soqeraign 
Lord  the  King,  &C. 

Whether  this  Indidment  be  faulty  or  not  in  point  of  Law 
’tis  not  proper  for  me  ( who  am  the  Party  concerned,  and  no 
Lawyer)  to  determine  but  I’ll  tell  the  Reader,  that  the  day 
before  my  Tryal, ’t  was  the  judgment  of  a  cunning  Lawyer  * 
(that  pleaded  earneftly  againft  me  upon  it  the  next  day)  the 
firft  letters  of  whofe  name  is  Mr  .JH.  that  A  was  fo  illegal  and 
faulty,  that  ’twas  not  worth  a  F —  and  that  they  could  not 
touch  an  hair  of  my  head  by  it,  and  that  ’twas  not  worth  a 
Fee  to  be  quit  of  fuch  an  Indidment ;  thus  he  exprefled  him- 
felF  That  which  to  me  feems  hard  in  the  management  there¬ 
of,  is, 

Firft,  That  notwithftanding  ’twas  by  my  Councd  pleaded, 


that  Juflicesin  Seffions  had  no  Power  or  Authority  to  inquire 
into,  and  judge  upon  Crimes  relating  to  that  Statute,  which 
Plea  was  according  to  the  Sentiments  of  many,  if  not  moft  of 
the  ableft  Lawyers  in  England-,  yea,  and  of  one  of  the  Lear¬ 
ned  Counfel  which  pleaded  againft  me,  who  but  the  Seffions  be¬ 
fore  did  with  great  ftrength  of  Law  and  Reafon  plead  againft 
the  Jurifdidtion  of  that  Court,  to  try  a  Gentleman  in  the  very 
fame  Circumftances,  and  that  Mr.  Fincent  either  was  adlually, 
or  like  to  be  difeharged  by  Writ  of  Error  upon  the  Plea,  viz.. 
That  he  wasTryed  Coram  nonjudtee  (i.c. byjuftices  of  thePeace 
in  Seffions )  that  yet  they  would  proceed  to  affiume  that  Power 
•to  themfclves,  though  to  make  me  the  firft  example  which  hath 
been  i w  England  upon  this  Statute  for  many  years :  and  when 
'my  Counfel  told  them  of  how  ill  confequence  it  might  be  for 
them  to  proceed, in  cafe  upon  a  review  it  ffiould  prove,that  they 
had  not  Authority  fo  to  do  *,  this  they  were  told  was  to  Hcdtor 
•the  Court.  .  v  ;  . 

Secondly,  That  notwithftanding  the  Statute  (urged  by  my 
Counfel)  qf  Eliz..  31.  chap.  5.  Paragr.  5.  where  ’tis  exprefly 
fa  id  5  That  no  Indi  foment  jha.U  lye  upon  any  Penal  Statute  beyond 
two  years ,  but  if  it  be  laid  for  a  Crime  beyond ,  it  fuH  be  void  and 
ef  none  (ffdl  ^  any  Statute  to  the  contrary  notwthft a nding  :  And 
my  Indictment  appears  to  be  laid  for  Crimes  more  then  four 
years  backwards  (before  the  Indidtment,^)  yet  muft  it  be  allow¬ 
ed  for  Legal. ' 

Thirdly,  That  whereas  the  Indidlment  chargeth  me,  that 
obftinately  and  willingly  lrefufed  to  come  to  fome  Church  or 
Chappei  to  hear  Divine  Service  (wherein  doubtlefs  the  Strefs 
of  the  Adt  lyes )  for  a  bare  abftinence  for  four  weeks  another 
Law  pumfhes  but  at  four  (hillings*,  and  being  at  a  Conventicle, 
at  five  (billings, or  ten  at  the  molt .  but  theft  punifhes  thefe  two 
put  together  with  lmprifonment,  lots  of  the  whole  Eftate,  and 
perpetual  fi&nifhment  or  Death)  therefore  doubLlefs  lyes  the 
chief  of  the  Crime  upon  obftinate  refuting  t^  come  to  Church  \ 
this  my  Counfel  told  them  ncceflarily  fuppofed  fome  legal 
Premonition,  viz. .  cither  by  the  Ordinary,  or  Parfon  of  the 
Pariffi,  &c.  but  no  fnch  thing  was  attempted  to  be  proved  a- 
gainfl  me,  and  yet  I  muft  be  found  guilty  of  the  whole  In- 

didfrnenr.  »  _ 

Fourthly  They  did  moreover  admit  of  fo  light  a  proof  of 

the 


the  Conventicle,  (which  was  one  Eflential  Branch  of  the  jn~ 
didment,  )  in  this  weighty  cafe,  as  would  fcarce  have  been 
admitted  by  a  confidering  Justice  of  the  Peace,  to  impofe  on 
the  Offender  the  Penalty  of  Five  Shillings,  'vix.  One  Perfon 
f  wears  that  became  into  a  certain  houfe  in  the  Caille  where  a 
Sermon  was  Preaching,  and  that  l  was  there  prefent  *,  (where¬ 
as  theCpnventicleA^  exprefly  requires  two  Witnefles  to  fwear 
the  Fad,  if  it  be  proved  that  way)  and  what  is  this  to  prove 
an  unlawful  Aflembly,  contrary  to  the  Liturgy  of  the  Church 
of  England  *,  to  prove  which  as  he  ought,  he  fhould  have  been 
there  from  the  beginning,  and  then  he  might  have  fwore  there 
was  no  Common-Prayer. 

\  Fifthly,  Though ’twas  objected  by  CounfeJ,  that  I  had  been 
punched  before  for  this  Offence,  ( which  was  proved  by  a  Co** 
py  of  the  Record  produced  in  open  Court,  which  (hewed  that 
ihad  been  punilbed  Ten  Pound  for  this  Conventicle,  and  the 
Town-cUr k^aKo  owned  in  open  Court,  that  he  had  drawn  this 
Indidment  by  that  Record)  yet  exprelly  contrary  to  thatciaufe 
of  the  22.  Caroli  Secundt  Cap.  i.  P*r.  14.  which  faith.  That  any 
Per j  on  who  fhatibe  puni(he.d  for  any  Offence  by  vert  He  of  this  Act , 
If  at  not  be  punijhedfor  the  fame  Offence,  by  vert  He  of  any  other 
or  Law  whatfoever  *,  yet  not  with  (landing  this  Plea  added  to 
all  the  former  in  favour  of  my  Caufe,  the  Jury  according  to 
the  inftrudions given  them  by  Mr.  TowurcUrk^  bring  me  in 
guilty,  whereupon  I  am  immediately  fentenced  to  Goal  till 
Conformity,  and  making  this  following  fubmiffion  in  the 
Church  or  open  Court,  viz..  That 

I  A.  B.  Do  humbly  confefs  and  accknowledge,  that  I  have  grie- 
voufly  offended  Godwin  contemning  lots  Afajefiies  godly  and  lawful 
Government  and  Authority ,  by  abftnting  my  fe  If  from  Churchy  and 
from  hearing  Divine  Service ,  contrary  to  the  Godly  Laws  and  Sta¬ 
tutes  of  this  Realm ,  and  in  ufing  and  f  requenting  dtfordered  and 
unlawful  Conventicles  and  Ajjemblies,  under  colour  and  pretence  of 
exercife  ef  Religion  \  and  1  am  heartily  for ry  for  the  fame ,  and  do 
avknowledg  and  teflify  in  my  Confidence,  that  no  other  perfion  hath 
9?  ought  to  have  any  power  or  authority  over  his  Afajefly.  And  / 
do  pro  mi  fe  and  protefl ,  without  any.  dijfimulation ,  or  any  colour  and 
means  of  any  difpenfiation ,  that  from  henceforthr  1  will  from  time 
to  time  obey  and  perform  his  Majefiies  Laws  and  Statute in  rc- 

B  "  paring 


(  8  ) 

ffirtrirg  to  the  Church ,  and  in  hearing  Divine  Service ,  and  do 
my  u'woft  endeavour  to  mawttan  ai  d  defend  the  fame. 

Neither  doth  the  Wrath  of  mine  Adverfaries  ceafe  at  my 
lmprifonment,  but  follows  me  Hill,  to  bring  me  within  the 
reach  of  the  utmoft  Severity  2ndPenalty  of  the  faid  Law.  (viz. 
the  lofs  of  my  whole  Eftate,  and  Abjuration  at  the  end  of  three 
Months  )  Whereupon  within  the  three  Months,  viz.  the  1 6th 
Day  of  June  5  I  was  by  thd  Juftices  twice  in  one  Day  Summo¬ 
ned  to  Conform)  and  to  make  the  above  recited  Submiffion. 

And  to  make  this  pinch  the  clofer  upon  me,  my  chief  Ad-* 
verfary  (  being  all  this  while  in  London  )  is  cling  his  utmoft: 
endeavours,  to  Obviate  all  Attempts  made  by  my  Friends,  both 
in  Reference  to  a  Pardon,  or  Writot  Error.  And  fo  fearful 
is  heleafta  Writ  of  Error  fhould  be  obtained,  and  thereby  his 
Adis  of  Injuftice  be  expofed  to  the  World,  that  whep  he  un- 
derftood  that  through  a  juft  Report  of  my  Caufe,  made  by  Mr. 
Attorney  General  to  the  King  and  Councel,  a  Writ  was  like  to 
be  granted  :  He  takes  a  Coach  on  purpofe,  and  rides  away  to 
Hampton  Court,  where  the  Councel  was  that  day  to  fit  \  and 
defiring  to  be  called  in  when  the  Report  of  my  Caufe  was  made, 

*  by  Mif-reprefenting  my  Perfon  and  Caufe,  procured  a  flop 
to  be  put  to  the  Writ  of  Error.- — -  Sometime  after  this,  He 
returns  for  Briftof  where  he  boafts  of  his  great  Succefs  in  hin- 
dung  my  Wi  it  of  Error  ;  fuppofing  that  now  he  had  me  at  his 
Mercy,  and  that  I  muft  come  up  to  his  Terms,  or  be  undone- 
Therefore  fends  me  word,  that  except  I  would  fubferibe  to  a 
Petition,  acknowledging  that  I  had  been  legally  Convided, 
t  lere  W3$  no  pardon  or  Writ  of  Error  to  be  procured  :  iut  in  k 
l do  that,  he  would^  not  Obftrudbut  promote  it. 
Tins  1  re fu fed  to  do,  gs  judging  that  fcveral  illegalities  had 
beenaded  in  Proceedings  againft  me.  At  length,  about  the 
fh  ofthis.mftant  Angufl,  a  good  friend  of  mine  came  unex- 
ipedtedly  to  Town,  who  coming  to  vifitmc  in  Newrate,  and 
Comrmferatmg  my  Condition,  refolved  to  difeourfe  Mr. 
down  Clarke  about  me,  which  he  accordingly  did.  The  Town 
c  /Rafter  much  Difeourfe,  and  many  Complaints,  told  him 
what  kind  offers  he  made  me,  and  that  I  was  fo  ftout,  I  would 
pot  Petition  the  King ;  my  Friend  told  him,  he  did  dare  to 
ingage  for  the  contrary,  and  undertook  to  draw  a  Petition 

which 


which  both  of  *us  (hould  like,  which  accordingly  he  did?  and 
delivered  it  to  the  Town  Clarkj  who  with  his  own  Pen  altered 
feveral  things,  by  Addition  and  Subftraftion.  Agreeing?  that 
it  a  Petition  according  to  this  model  were  conferred  to,  then  he 
would  prefer  the  Paid  Petition?  either  to  procure  a  Pardon,  or 
a  Wrrt  of  Error.  I  contented  to  the  fame,  and  caufed  it  to  be 
new  drawn  and  prepared  for  him?  when  my  Edend  went  out  of 
Town,  the  Town  Clark, promifed  all  Aid  and  Difpatcb,  accor¬ 
ding  to  thefe  Terms.  The  Perfon  who  new  drew  the  Petition 
acquainted  him  that  the  Petion  was  dfawn  ;  which  Petition 
was  as  follows.  ■ 

To  the  Kings  rnoft  Excellent  Majefly. 

\  -*  '  # 

The  Humble  Petition  of  Ichabod  Chauncy  Phyfitian, 
Prifbner  in  the  Prifbn  of  Newgate,  in  Your  Maje- 
flies  City  and  County  of  Bristol. 

Moft  Humbly  Sheweth, 

THit  at  a  SejfioMS  held  for  the  [aid  City  and  County ,  on  the  $th 
Day  of  ApriAlafl  pafl  \  Your  Petitioner  was  CorV  fried  upon 
the  Statute  made  the,  %^th  of  Eliz.  EntituUd ,  An  Aft  to  retain 
Her  Majefties  Subjefts  in  their  due  Obedience-  That  your  Pe¬ 
titioner  is  advifedy  that  th'Court  of  Seffions  has  ro  Jurifdippion  in  Thefe  two 
that  Caufe.  find  alfo,  that  the  Fa£l  ought  to  be  drawn  in  Que-  Claufes  he 
ft  ion  within  two  years  ;  which  in  this  Cafe  was  not  for  the  fpace  of  added  . 
fourYeags  and  more.  Bui not  with  (landing  your  Petitioner  is  lm  ^ 
prifonedy  and  is  lyahle  to  abjure  Your  APajeJhes  Realms  and  Do-  own  e 
jninionsy  and  lofe  hvs  Real  and  Perfonal  Eftatt  ;  unlefs  he  Conform 
to  the  Lyturgy  of  the  Cnurch  cf  England  That  lour  Petitioner 
hath  endeavoured  to  fatife  him f  If  in  fuch  Conformity  ?  yet  cannot . 

But  hath  always  in  all  other  m  it  ter s  behaved  him  f  If  as  a  Loyal 
Subjeft  to  Your  Majejly  ,  and  [hall  always  fo  do,  if  Your  jMajefiy  + 
will  be  pleafed  to  extendYour  Grace  to  him,  fo  as  to  continue  him 
Your  Sub  je£l.  ,  ;| 

That  Y  our  Petitioner  hath  always  been ,  and  is  ready  to  give  AJfu- 
r me e  of  his  Fidelity  to  your  Majefly  and  G overnment,  by  taking 
the  Oaths  of  Allegiance  and  Supremacy ,  and  is  willing  to  leave  his 

B  2  Habitation 


He  requi¬ 
red  thefe 
Terms  be¬ 
fore  he 
would  pro- 
tnife  any 
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Sure  he  for 
got  that  he 
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(  i°  j 

Habitation  in  the  faidCtty  of  Briftol,  if  that  beYoUr  Majtfties 
Pleafure . 

To  nr  Petitioner  m  ft  Humbly  prays,  That  your  APajcfty  would  be 
gratioufy  pleafcd  either  ttrgr ant  Your  Aiajejfies  gratioiu  Pardon , 

or  to  give  leave  that  your  Petitioner  may  bring  a  Writ  of  Error  to 

Rtverfe  the  f aid  Proceedings  against  him . 

And  Your  Petitioner  (  asinDiity 
bound  )  fhall  ever  Pray,  &c . 

When  he  beard  the  Petition  was  ready,  he  Teemed  to  demur, 
and  to  fignify  that  fomething  elfemuft  be  done  by  me,  before 
he  could  prefer  or  promote  it  ^  and  accordingly  the  next  Day 
fends  me  this  following  Letter* 

Doftor  Chauncy, 

I  have  of  late  been  de fired  by  fome  friends  of  yours,  to  be  kind  in 
afiftwgyour  Inlargement  but  net  without  a  fiing  in  the  Tayl,  as 
if  my  malice  to  you,  had  been  the  finale  reafon  of  your-  Confine¬ 
ment,  without  any  fence  of  your  Offence  to  the  Law  in  that  particu¬ 
lar,  or  the  fair  Tryal  and  other  legal  Proceedings  that  you  had  for 
it ,  or  any  reluilancy  for  your  often  daring,  and  defyance  of  the 
Governours  of  this  City ,  as  of  ten. as  you  were  called  before  then: 
In  the  firfi  place,  I  call  God  to  witnefs,  I  never  had  any  malice  a» 
aainflyou  *,  nor  had  1  any  motive  Jo  confider able  to  induce  me  to 
your  Projection  (that  is  the  jhare  I  had  in  it )  but  the  Apprehen¬ 
sion  that  your  Inclinations  were  devoted  againfi,  and  your  Inter  eft 
very  dangerous  to  the  Kings  Inter  eft  here  •,  be  fide  s  thof e  many  Ar¬ 
gument  sf  l  have  of  your  particular  prejudice  agamft  me  for  the 
fake  of  my  Office;  and  endeavour  s  to  fupplant  me  even  in  that. 
This  I  don't  lay  to  your  charge.  But  if  you  will  do  any  thing  to 
give  fatisf action  of  your  behaviour  for  the  future  to  the  Kings  Ser¬ 
vice  :  I  will  be  fo far  from  oppofing  your  inlargement,  that  I  will  do 
what  you  never  had  Religion  nor  good  nature  enough  to  thinks  on  > 
which  vs ,  I  will  ufe  my  fmall  endeavour  to  promote  it. 


Your  Servant 


John  Romfey. 


One 


One  that  ..reads- this  Letter,  and  knows  not  die  Gentleman, 
would  imagine  him  a  perfen  intircly  devoted  to  his  Majetties 
Intereftj  as  if  that  were  the  Pole  Star  by  which  he  Gayles  in 
the  management  of  ail  his  actions.  How  fincere  he  may  be  in 
his  affections  to  it,  I’ll  not  undertake  tocenfure  ;  but  1  believe 
very  many  fand  thofe  not  Drflenters )  do  queftion  his  judge¬ 
ment  in  Profecu  ting  thereof*,  as  judging  that  difcouraging  the 
chief  Traders  of  this  City,  by  fever e  Profeciitions,  on  Penal 
Laws,  too  heavy  Fines  and  Imprifonments,  whereby  fomeare 
forced  to  quit  the  City  *,  and  others  to  withdraw  xhemfelves 
from  Trade,  that  they  may  live  retiredly*,  are  very  unintel¬ 
ligible  methods  to  promote  the  fame. Whether  by  this  means  the 
Tr$de  of  this  fometime  flourifliing  City  hath  not  been  greatly 
abated,  to  his  Majefties  great  detriment)  needs  no  other  proof 
then  comparing  the  Kings  Cuftoms  in  this  Port  fince  thefe 
things  began, with  what  they  were  before  :  Which,  if  I  am  not 
greatly  misinformed  fall  fliort  fome  years  20000  L  per  Annum 
of  what  they  were  before^  I  verily  believe  did  thisGentleman 
find  by  this  management  of  Affairs,  his  own  Intereftdid  fuffer 
proportionably,he  would  foon  change  his  meafures.  But  thefe 
things  bring  Qrifts  to  his  Miff. 

Well  as  to  the  Letter  the  perfon  to  whom  he  lent  it,  to  con¬ 
vey  it  to  me,  writes  me  word  after  this  manner. 

S I  R> 

3/r.Townclark  hath  fent  the  enclofed ,  and  exp  efts  y onr  anfwer , 
I  perceive  if  he  like  not  your  anfvoer ,  he^l  hinder  your  Pardon  and 
Writ  of  Error . 

Whereupon  I  lent  him  the  following  Anfwer,  which  I 
thought  as  modelb  as  the  matter  would  bear. 

SIR,  ■  * 

That  any  of  my  Friends  have  been  ufmg  endeavours  for  my  In~ 
largement0 1  efteem  as  matter  of  great  obligation >  they  proceeding 
chiefly  from  their  own  good  will  towards  me  *,  what  exprejfions  they 
ufedj  (  as  of  Jbfalice  being  the  fmgle  Reafon  of  Proceedings  againfi 
me-,)!  know  not ,  neither  had  they  any  fuch  Advice  from  me  ^  bat 
if  they  faid  that  there  was  more  than  a  little  mixture  of  Prejudice  ^ 
therein?  I  believe  they  are  not  Jingle  in  their  Sentiments  *?  and  whe~  | 


He  kenw 
nothing  to 
alledge, 
when  he 
agreed  to 
the  Peti¬ 
tion. 


■  (12)} 

ther  divers  PaJJages  in  the  Management  of  my  P  refection  gave 
not  Stiff!  cion  of  fitch  a  thing,  1  Uavvy'bn  to  judge  :  But  yon  call 
God  to  iVitneJs  of  the  contrary  ,  therefore  all  Arguments  of  that 
fort ,  tr.tijl  vantjh  ?ny  often  dtfyance  and  daring  Carriage  towards 
the  Govern  ours  of  this  City ,  whenjotvtr.  called  before  them ,  (  where¬ 
with  you  charge  me  )  hath  been  ob fervid  {for  ouokt  Ikmw  )  by 
none  but  your  felf '.  How  fair  my  Try  a  l  was,  a?;d  how  Legul  the 
Proceedings  agatnft  me  have  bien,  is  fitter  for  more  m  different  Ptr * 
font  to  judge ,  then  either  Mr .  Rumfey,  or  my  felf.  And  there¬ 
fore  1  defir  ed  a  Writ  of  Error,  which  (  1  am  told  )  yen  Obfiru- 
cled .  Tour  Apprehenjions  that  my  Inclinations  were  deictid  a- 
gain  fly  and  my  Interefl  dangerous  to  the  Kings  Intercft  here,  were 
altogether  oroundlefs  for  neither  word  or  deed  of  mine  have  ever 
fignified  any  fuch  inclinations  if  they  have  ,  slkclge  them  ag^nil 
me.  Tour  Apprehenjions  of  my  prejudice  agamfl  you  for  the  fake 
of  your  Office,  are  as  groundltfs  as  the  former  ",  whatever  1  fatd  or 
did  (which  you  judge  was  with  a  defign  to  fnpplant  you)  was  to 
your  face,  and  that  which  you  acknowledged  true  m  my  hearing.  As 
to  the  latter  claufe  wherein you  expert  /  fhould  give  j  at  is  f apt  ion  of 
my  behaviour  for  the  future  ,  I  know  not  what  yen  mean  by  it  ;  you 
know  in  my  Petion,  l  declare  my  felf  ready  to  take  the  Oaths  of  Al¬ 
legiance  and  Supremacy,  which  I  think  are  the  highefl  obligations  of 
fidelity  any  honHt  man  can  lay  him  felf  under j  and  as  little  Re¬ 
po  ion  as  I  may  be  thought  to  have,when  once  1  have  tafien  the m->  jhall 
lookupon  my  felf  more  bound  thereby,  then  by  all  pecuniary  obligati¬ 
ons.  Sir ,  if  you  think  fit  (  upon  ycur  own  Proposals)  to  prefer  the 
Petition  to  which  you  agreed,  and  to  ufe your  inter efi  toward  my  in- 
Large ment,  you  may  be  fur e  it  flail  be  thankfully  acknowledged  by 

T our  Friend  and  Servant 

J  Ch. 

I  \  X 

He  had  no  fooner  received  this  rnfwer,  but  the  very  lame 
day,  viz..  An/.  iy.  after  I  had  faffered  eighteen  weeks  dofe 
Imprifonment  in  a  natty  Goal,  (it  being  an  adjourned  SdfonsJ 
fends  for  me  to  Court.  '  Being  called  to  abjure,  1  craved  leave 
to  give  Tome  reafons  to  the  Court  why  they  could  not  legally 
call  me  to  it  ^  and  that 

Firfl:,  Becaufe  ’twould  be  contrary  to  an  exprefs  Statute  in 

their 


their  own  fence.  For  upon  my  Tryal,  when  my  Counfel  ob¬ 
jected  that  my  Indictment  was  void,  as  being  laid  for  a  Crime 
committed  above  four  years  before,  whereas  the  Statute  of Eitz*. 
31.  frith,  That  no  Jndilimcnt  upon  any  Penal  Statute  jhall  he  of 
force  that  calls  in  cfn?FHon  a  FaPt  hey  end  two  years']  "'Twas  then 
anfwered,  that  that  Law  did  extend  only  to  thofe  Penal  Sta¬ 
tutes  which  did  impofe  Pecuniary  Punifhments  limited  to  the 
King,  and  not  Corporal  Punifhments  :  Now  if  they  made  me 
abjure,  I  fhould  then  forfeit  my  Eifatejry  the  fame  indictment ; 
contrary  to  the  Law  in  their  own  fenfe. 

Secondly,  According  to  this  Statute  of  the  3  5th,  before  ab¬ 
juration,  1  ought  to  have  been  Summoned  thereto  by  -a  Juftice 
of  the  Peace,  which  yet  i  had  not  been. 

Thirdly,  That  they  had  Convicted  me  a$as  a  Recufant,  and 
the  fame  Statute  faith,  That  no  Popifh  Reeuj ant  (l)ould  be  required 
to  abjure  by  vertue  of  that  Aft  \  they  reply ed  that  I  was  not  Con¬ 
victed  as  a  Popifn  Recufant.  I  told  them  1  thought  that  if  they 
did  not  find  in  any  Statute  mention  of  Proteftapt  JRecufants, 
then  it  muft  be  fuppofed  that  ( Cor  am  Lege)  ailRecufants 
were  Popifh.  But  all  thefe  Pleas  being  over-ruled,  I  was  forced 
to  abjure.  The  Juftices  appointed  me  within  tlyroe  Months  to 
deparj;  from  the  Port  of  Brifiol. 

Now  having  abjured,  one  would  think  the  Penalties  I  had 
already  fuftained,  viz ,  the  lofs  of  a  very  confiderable  Practice, 
eighteen  w'eeks  clofe  Imprifonment,  the  forfeiture  of  my  whole 
Eftate  both  perfonal  and  real  y  Banifhment  from  all  the  King.s 
Dominions  for  ever  might  have  forfeited  the  moll  exalted  ma¬ 
lice  ;  but  as  though  the  Law  on  which  I  am  Profecuted  had 
not  been  fevere  enough,  before  /  depart  the  Kingdom,  I  muft 
be  further  ftigmatized  by  a  kind  of  Remonftrance  preferred  to 
the  Grand  Jury  at  our  General  Goal  Delivery,  which  was  a  - 
bout  five  days  after  my  abjuration ;  The  Paper  our  T.  Cl.  pre¬ 
sents  to  the  Grand  Jury,  contained  fuch  black  Characters  and 
high  Charges  againft  me,  that  they  abfolutely  refufed  to  lub- 
feribe  it.  Upon  which  refufal  many  hard  words  of  difpleafure 
paffed  from  him  to  the  Gtand  Jury.  Whereupon  they  were 
defired  to  draw  up  fuch  a  Paper  as  they  would  fubferibe,  con¬ 
cerning  me  •,  and  accordingly, to  gratify  his  importunity)  they 
produced  this  following  Declaration. 

We 


I  do  de¬ 
fire  to  a- 
fign  me 
London 
or  Har¬ 
wich  but 
they  refu¬ 
fed  both 


(  1+  ) 

We  whcfe  Names  aye  hereunto  Suffer  ibed,  being  the  Grand  Ju¬ 
rors  for  the  Body  of  the  City  and  County  0/Briftol,  in  the  Court  of 
Oyer  and  Terminer,  and  General  G oal-Dtlivery^  kolden  the  20th 
of  Auguft,  1 6f84-  Do  in  the  Names  as  tv  ell  of  Our  Selves ,  as  of 
all  His  Majeflies  Faithful  and  Loyal  Subjects  within  this  City ,  re¬ 
turn  Our  mojt  Hearty  Thanks  to  this  Court ,  and  all  others  conuxn - 
ed  in  the  Profecution  againfl  Ichabod  Chauncy,  (  late  of  this  Ci¬ 
ty  )  upon  the  Statute  of  55.  Eli Z.for  that  to  Our  Knowledge  during 
the  time  of  hus  abode  in  this  City ,  (  which  hath  been  for  fome  Tears') 
he  hath  been  a  great  Zealot  for  the  Factious  Party ,  and  by  Rea  fan 
of  his  Employment  of  PratLflngPhyfickg,  We  have  Reafon  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  he  hath  had  very  Adv  ant  agioua  Succefs ,  m  gaining  to 
their  Caufc ,  and  Cherijhmg  in  it ,  very  great  Numbers  of  Profe - 
lytes.  He  was  their  Champion  to  fight  out  the  Battels  of  that  P  ar¬ 
ty  y  whenfoever  it  came  in  Queflion  before  Our  j\Tag?flrates  by 
which  means,  though  he  got  of  them  the  Character  of  a  flout  Com¬ 
batant)  yetbytheATagiftrates  of  the  City,  he  was  fltll  Reputed  a 
fawey  Criminal.  And  this  hath  not  only  induced  them  and  us,  but 
may  alfo  every  one  that  may  come  to  the  Knowledge  of  it  ,  to  be  of 
tbe  fame  mina;  if  hen  they  coxflder  that  he  hath  net  only  impudence 
to  menace  the  deliberate ,  jufl ,  and  temperate  Proceedings  of  this 
Court ,  with  a  LibcT,  But  alfo ,  to  part  from  it  with  an  Impreca¬ 
tion  againfl  it.  AndWe  do  therefore  Declare  to  this  Court  ,  and 
to  all  the  World >  That  it  is  Oar  Opinion ,  that  the  Proceedings  a- 
gainfl  Him)  to  the  Abjuration  of  the  Realm,  was  not  only  fair  in 
all  the  Particulars  thereof ,  but  of  abfolute  nccefflty,  for  tht  quiet 
and  peaceable  Government  of  this  City,  and  for  Hu  M* je flies 
Service. 

The  plain  Defrgn  of  which  in  general,  is  partly  to  help  Dnn 
out  of  the  Mire ,  byjnftifying  the  Town-clarl^  in  all  his  Pro¬ 
ceedings  againft  me  *,  to  load  me  with  a  Charge  of  fuch  heavy 
Crimes,  as  may  da  Hi  any  Hopes  of  a  Pardon,  and  blaft  my  Re¬ 
putation  for  the  future,  wherefoever  1  may  go  hereafter. 
Wherefore,  l  think  all  men  would  count  me  very  unjuft  to  my 
felf,  fliould  I  not  endeavour  to  wipe  of  thofe  grievous  Scandals, 
which  this  Remonftrance  hath  unjuftly  ca ft  upon  me',  which 
if  not  Anfweredj  will  for  the  future  deftroy  myCredic,  and 

fo 


f  1.5  ) 

To  may  undo  both  my  felf  and  Family  :  And  therefore  can¬ 
not  but  make  a  few  Remarks  upon  it. 

Firft  they  lay,  That  in  the  Names  as  well  of  Our  Selves 
as  of  all  His  M aft  flies  Faithful  and  loyal  Sub] eels  with - 
t»  thisCityflVe  returnOur  moflHeartyThanks  to  thisCourt 
and  all  others  concerned  in  the  Profecution  again (l  Icha- 
bod  Chauncy,  Upon  the  Statute  of  24  Eliz  n  There 
are  toco  (befides  DilTenters)  in  Bristol  (and  about 

it)  that  will  neither  concur  with  you  in,  nor  thank 
you  for  your  Thanks, 

For  that  to  Our  Knowledge  he  hath  been  a  great  Zea¬ 
lot  for  the  Factious  Party.  ]  ’Tis  no  new  thing  to  have 
the  belt  of  men  ft)  Reputed^  AH.  24.  5. 

We  have  Re  a  fan  to  belhve,  by  Reafan  of  his  Employ¬ 
ment^  he  oath  had  very  adv ant agious  Snccefs,  in  atnwg 
to  their  Caufe  ;  2  I  verily  believe  there  is  not  one  Dif 
{enter  the  more  for  me  in  England.  (  Unlefs  mv  fe- 
vere  Profecution  have  made  fbme.)  Neither  can 
they  name  one  (  of  thofe  many  Numbers  of  Profe- 
lytes  which  they  fay,  I  have  made  and  cherifhed  'l 

that  I  ever  foliated  to  fbrfake  the  Church.  ) 

He  was  their  Champion  to  fight  out  the  Battels  of  that 
Party,  whenfaever  it  came  in  Qmflirn  before  Our  Ma^- 
f  rates,  d  I  was  never  before  the  Magiftrates  of  that 
City,  but  when  forced  to  it,  and  that  in  my  own 
Caule,  except  once  to  vindicate  my  Wife,  who  was 
near  five  of  thy  Clock  in  thei  Afternoon  on  a  Sabbath 
Day,  taken  up  in  die  Streets,  and  fent  to  Bridewd  ■ 
as  fuppofing  %  was  coming  from  a  Conventicle.  & 

By  which  means  he  got  of  them  the  Character  of  a  'flout 
Constant  f  I  never  till  now  thought  my  Reputation 
had  been  io  great  among  them  for  Valour.  ( 

C  Tei 
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U)  . 

Tet  by  the  Magiftrates  of  the  City,  he  was  Jig  Refuted 
a  very  fawey  Criminal .  3  If  the  Magi (3 rates  had  fo  ill 
an  Opinion  of  him,  ’tis  ftrange  they  fhou'd  almoft  all 
lo  far  Encourage  him, as  to  make  ufe  of  him, tor  aPhyfi- 
cian  to  themielves  or  Relations. 

When  they  Confidtr,  that  he  hath  not  only  Impudence 
to  menace  the  deliberate,  juft,  and  temperate  Proceedings 
of  this  Court  with  a  Libel.  3  Produce  any  Perfon  that 
ever  heard  me  fo  menace  the  Court,  and  I’ll  be  con¬ 
tent  to  Puffer  the  Punifhmentof  a  Libeller. 

But  alfo  to  part  from  it  with  an  Imprecation  again  ft 
it-  3  The  Words  wherewith  I  parted  from  the  Court 
were  thele:  Mr.  ' Town clark ,  you  have  now  had  a  full 
llroak  at  me  ;  all  the  harm  I  wifh  you,  is,  that  God 
may  not  have  as  full  a  ftroak  at  you  Living  or  Dying, 
If  this  be  an  Imprecation,  let  the  World  judge.  Mel 
thinks  Pome  one  in  the  Grand  Jury,  Ihould  have 

known  h:  juft  difference  between  a  Deprecation,  and 
an  Imprecation. 

Against  it.  3  The  words  were  by  name  directed  to 
the  l own-clark,  and  I  never  thought  (till  now  ;  that 
the  7 ervn-dark  had  been  the  Court. 

lVe  Declare  therefore,  That  » tis  Our  opinion ,  that  the 
i  rcctedings  agair.ft  him ,  to  the  Abjuration  of  the  Realm 
was  not  only  fair  in  all  the  Particulars  of  it  3  Sure  now  ' 
the  Town-clark  will  be  confirmed  in  his  Opinion,  that 
there  is  no  need  of  a  Writ  of  Error,  fince  he  hath  the 
Opinion  of  the  Grand  Jury  in  Favour  of  all  his  Pro¬ 
ceedings.  But  who  befides  him,  did  ever  value  the 
Opinion  of  Grand  Juries,  in  matters  of  Law  ? 

But  of  abfolute  neceffity  for  the  quiet  and  peaceable  Go¬ 
vernment  of  this  City ;  3  Is  he  any  whit  altered  from 
wmat  he  was  formerly  ?  If  not !  How  came  the  City 

to  be  peaceably  Governed  while  he  was  in  it  near 
eighteen  years  together.  '  ynil 


AnA  for  hit  Mujefiies  Service,  3  His  Majefty  is  only 
then  Served,  when  his  juft  Laws  are  Executed,  and 
not  when  His  Subjects  by  Arbitrary  Proceedings  of  his 
Minifters  are  Oppreffed. 

Thus  I  have  given  a  true  and  impartial  Account-, 
of  my  prefent  Cafe:  The  main  Design  whereof,  is 
not  to  caft  any  undue  RefleQdons  on  the  Law,  or  the 
King  and  his  Government ;  but  to  inform  the  World, 
that  I  am  not  the  Turbulent*  difaffe&ed,  and  difloyal 
Perfon,  which  my  Adverfaries  have  Reprelented  me 
to  be ;  and  that  my  Caufe  was  not  managed  with  lb 
much  Evidence  and  Impartiallity,  but  that  there  was 
and  is  a  juft  ground  for  me  to  expeft  (  as  a  matter  of 
right  )  a  Writ  of  Error,  But  if  after  all  this,  I 
Ihall  ftill  be  denyed  from  men,  either,  wilfully ,  or 
through  Prejudice  and  Mifinformation ,  that  which 
Is  judge  to  be  my  Right,  I’ll  commit  my  Caufe  to  Him 
that  judgeth  Righteoufly. 
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